YEARS  OF WAVERING

shameful to let oneself be ruled9.1 All that was young and intelligent had
cut itself loose from the dynasty. Up to the time of the Duke of Orle"ans's
death, men like Hugo had founded their hopes on him; his death had left
no one for their devotion. Guizot, an estimable character, pursued a policy
which he believed was realistic and which took no account of the reality
of idealism. Foolishly England had demanded of this Government, which
was so friendly towards her, a series of surrenders that were to precipitate
its downfall. The whole crew of journalists and pamphleteers had created
in the public mind an image of a vulgar and ridiculous creature to sup-
plant that of the most intelligent of kings. Corruption had brought about
the opposition of the worthiest, and the ambition of others had profited
thereby. A power the origin of which was not legitimate could have sus-
tained itself only through glory or through virtue; it had merely displayed
common sense, and that was not enough. Louis-Philippe had afforded
Prance some of the happiest years in her history, but the French do not
live on happiness. In 1848 Paris was reopening the path to adventures;
it remained to be seen whether the provinces would follow.
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